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Are you an active member of the Emmaus Community in the 
greater Fredericksburg area?

Have you been to the Emmaus 4th Day Follow-up? 

Are you active in a greater Fredericksburg area church?

Do you have a passion for helping motivate leaders from your church

to “do even greater things” for God?

SPONSORSHIP MAY BE FOR YOU!
The mission of the Emmaus movement is to be an instrument of renewal through which the Holy Spirit can raise up new generations of people through whom the Body of Christ, the church, can be reintroduced to the reality of the living God, prayer, and holiness – a place where God can live by His Spirit. 
The vision of the Fredericksburg Emmaus Community is to renew Christians as faithful and committed disciples of Jesus and help renew the church as the body of the risen Christ in the world.

Our philosophy is to support the national Emmaus movement, work in partnership – laity and clergy as a ministry team - conducting Emmaus Weekends to accomplish Spiritual renewal in the hearts and minds of individual Christians, and encouraging the local Emmaus Community to actively participate in the Spiritual renewal of local churches.

The local Emmaus movement cannot accomplish Spiritual renewal in the hearts and minds of individual Christians unless they are called.  Those individual Christians cannot actively participate in the Spiritual renewal of our local churches unless they are called.  Calling Christians to Emmaus is accomplished by Pilgrim sponsors.   

While calling Christians to Emmaus is accomplished by Pilgrim sponsors, calling Christians to Emmaus is also a process that involves much prayer and consideration on the part of the Pilgrim’s Pastor and the Emmaus Community Pilgrim Selection Committee.  

Before someone is asked to attend an Emmaus weekend, the sponsor needs to speak with the person’s Pastor to insure the candidate is ready to go on an Emmaus Walk.  Imagine how difficult it would be to undo an invitation to Walk if the person’s Pastor subsequently didn’t support their attending.  This has happened.

After an application is completed, it is submitted by the sponsor to the Pilgrim Registrar who reviews it for completeness and submits it to the local Emmaus Pilgrim Selection Committee for approval.  This is done before the Pilgrim is issued a call to go on an Emmaus Walk.  The Pilgrim Selection Committee members are the Community Lay Director, the Community Spiritual Director, the Weekend Lay and Spiritual Directors for the upcoming Men’s and Women’s Walks, and the Pilgrim Registrar.  There have been circumstances where candidates were not issued a call to walk based upon a decision by the Selection Committee, but these are rare.    
Once the Pilgrim Selection Committee has approved an applicant, the Pilgrim Registrar issues a call and the Sponsor and Community take over.  
Now, let’s go through in some detail what the sponsor’s specific responsibilities are:
Early Steps:

1. Select a Pilgrim candidate who is a member and leader in a greater Fredericksburg area church – someone  who understands their Christian responsibility, is willing to dedicate their everyday lives to God, and who you AND your Pastor believe could benefit from the Emmaus weekend experience - someone who will return to the local church on fire for the Lord and be anxious to serve.

2. Obtain the approval of your church’s Lead Pastor BEFORE speaking to your Pilgrim candidate.

3. Speak to your Pilgrim candidate about Emmaus, the Weekend experience, and how much you think they and the ministry of your church would benefit from their attending the Walk to Emmaus. 

4. Ask your Pilgrim candidate to fill out and RETURN to YOU the application with their registration fee.  

5. Please carefully review the application to be sure all parts are filled out, especially the reason for wanting to go.  Be SURE all information is LEGIBLE and complete.  Go back to your Pilgrim if necessary.  (Numerous delays and mistakes on lists, agape, and buttons can be traced directly to legibility problems.) 
6. Fill out completely and sign the Sponsor portion of the Emmaus Pilgrim application. 

7. Please mail the completed Pilgrim application as soon as you get it from the Pilgrim candidate – except for special cases, the postmark on your application envelope establishes the Pilgrim’s place in line for upcoming walks. 

Fredericksburg Emmaus has a Pilgrim Review Board that screens all applicants.  If there is a problem, we will let you know right away.  Otherwise, your Pilgrim will be put on the active roster and contacted regarding an upcoming walk.  When your Pilgrim accepts to go on a walk, you will be contacted about your support responsibilities. Your specific responsibilities are outlined below – please review them carefully.  They are presented on a timeline – what you need to do Before the Weekend, During the Weekend, and After the Weekend.  

Sponsorship BEFORE the Weekend:

1. Maintain contact with your Pilgrim, help with any questions, share what Emmaus has meant to you.

2. Contact your Pilgrim’s spouse, family, and CLOSE friends to secure “personal Agape” letters for opening by the Pilgrim on Sunday.  These letters will help re-introduce the Pilgrim to home, family, and friends.

a. Inform family and friends that “personal Agape” is an opportunity to express appreciation for their relationship with the Pilgrim, what the relationship has meant to them, and their hope for the value of the weekend to the Pilgrim in their Spiritual walk.

b. Make sure personal letter writers understand letters are to be SURPRISE to the Pilgrim.

c. Arrange for a time to pick up the letters PRIOR to the Walk so you can bring them Thursday night.

d. Insure 8 to 12 letters are coming (not too few, not too many).  Mark envelop as Sunday Agape with Pilgrim full name, your relationship to Pilgrim (spouse, brother, sister, mom, dad, friend, relative). 
3. All fees for the weekend must be paid to Camp Happyland in advance by the Community, so we will need to have the Pilgrim Fee ($250) three (3) weeks prior to the weekend at the latest. For Emmaus #____, that would be ___________________.   (Please note that the funds become non-refundable to you when the Community becomes liable to pay Camp Happyland for your Pilgrim.) Please make your check payable to Fredericksburg Emmaus and mail to the Fredericksburg Emmaus address:  

Upper Room Emmaus of the Greater Fredericksburg Area

P.O. Box 42094

Fredericksburg, VA 22404

You can also give the check (or money order) to our Emmaus Board Treasurer.  
4. Write your general agape for ALL Pilgrims and Team (optional) for Bag on Friday, bed on Friday night, bed on Saturday night. 

5. Contact your Pilgrim Registrar if anything comes up you need help with.

Sponsorship DURING the Weekend:

THURSDAY (Pray for Pilgrim)

1. Provide transportation for Pilgrim to Camp Happyland – arrive between 7 PM and 7:30 PM. (Pilgrim and Community Reception begins at 7 PM and lasts until ALL Pilgrims arrive – if YOU are late ALL are late).

2. Insure that Pilgrim has dinner prior to arriving at Camp.

3. Deliver “personal letters” for your Pilgrim and general agape for Pilgrims and Team discreetly to “greeters” when you arrive at Camp Happyland.

4. Share in Sponsor’s Hour after the reception – you will be asked to follow the Community Lay Director to the prayer Chapel.

FRIDAY (Pray for Pilgrim)

1. Contact family of Pilgrim as provider of emergency contact, fellowship, and Spiritual support.

NOTE:  Camp Happyland Information  - 540/399-1197, fax: 540/399/1179 (NOT to be given out to Pilgrim’s family EXCEPT for emergency – Sponsor is to be sole point of contact (POC) for routine weekend matters or minor emergencies, Pilgrims are to be insulated) 

SATURDAY (Pray for Pilgrim)

1. Contact family of Pilgrim as provider of emergency contact, fellowship, and Spiritual support.

2. Collect any last minute Agape letters.

3. ATTEND Candlelight Gathering prepared to PRAY before the Community for your Pilgrim.  Bring flowers that Team will use for Sunday morning surprise.

SUNDAY (Pray for Pilgrim)

1. Attend Church with Pilgrim’s family (if possible).

2. Attend Weekend Closing ceremony on Sunday afternoon.

3. Return Pilgrim to their home after Closing ceremony.

4. Explain what comes next for Pilgrim – talk with Pastor, re-integration back into the “world”, upcoming Gathering and 4th Day Follow-up meeting.  Let Pilgrim know you will get them to next Gathering and Follow-up events.  Discuss opportunities for service in Emmaus Community.  Answer any questions the Pilgrim has.

Sponsorship AFTER the Weekend:

1. Write an encouraging note to your Pilgrim.

2. Assist your Pilgrim in locating a Reunion Group.

3. Attend NEXT Monthly Gathering with your Pilgrim – let them know they will be introduced to the Community with the rest of their Pilgrims – the last time together… (the 1st Gathering is an important step and too often overlooked, causing Pilgrims to drift away from Emmaus.  We are COUNTING on you.)

4. Attend NEXT 4th Day Follow-up Meeting with your Pilgrim – they need your encouragement to attend so they can better understand Emmaus, be able to Team, be able to Sponsor.  Again, we are COUNTING on you. 

As you can see, Sponsorship – like Teaming, Cha service, Committee leadership, Board member – is a major commitment of time and energy along with the responsibility of knowing that God, Pilgrim, and Community are all COUNTING on YOU – and YOU are COUNTING on God.  He won’t let you down.
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Camp Happyland

Micky & Kathy Cundiff (Caretakers)

21457 Happyland Drive

Richardsville, VA 22736

Phone: (540) 399-1197

Fax: (540) 399-1179

Directions to Camp Happyland

From Central Park in Fredericksburg, drive 7.5 miles west on Route 3.  Turn right (North) on Route 610, Elys Ford Road.  Drive 9 miles north on Route 610.  Just prior to the green Richardsville sign, turn right (East) on Route 619, Richards Ferry Road.  Drive 1.3 miles to Happyland Drive.  You will see a large Camp Happyland sign on the right side of the road.  Turn right into the Camp and proceed to the parking area.  Total distance from Central Park is about 18 miles. 

Pilgrim Selection Guidelines

Reference: THE UPPER ROOM HANDBOOK ON EMMAUS, second edition 2001, Chapter 3 page 14-16, and the *Sponsorship publication from The Emmaus Library, 1998, page 21
Whom do we sponsor?

Emmaus is for active Christians and members of churches whose own renewal will mean energy, commitment, and vision in the church and everyday environment for Christ’s sake.  *Emmaus encourages single persons to participate and strives to incorporate singles with those who are married.  Emmaus strongly supports the sanctity of marriage and has developed the equal commitment rule, which is designed to promote harmony in the marriage relationship.  The equal commitment rule states that Emmaus encourages the participation of BOTH spouses in The Walk to Emmaus.  For married couples the Sponsor should encourage the participation of both spouses in a Walk.  Both should hear about the Emmaus Weekend in each other’s company.  Sponsors should encourage married couples to submit applications for consecutive men’s and women’s weekends to avoid creating any tension in their relationship.         
Those sponsored could include the following:

1. Church leaders (pastors and laypersons) who bring new vision, commitment, and understanding back to their congregation and who need the renewal and grace Emmaus channels.
2. Dependable church members who are the quiet backbone of the church.
3. Less active members who need their awareness of grace rekindled and their commitment renewed

4. Christians who are hungry for “something more” and who want to grow spiritually.
5. Members and leaders who represent a cross-section of the church and who will help Emmaus remain theologically sound, centered on the essentials of our common faith, and open to different perspectives.
6. Respected laypersons and clergypersons whose participation, support, and leadership will encourage others to take the Walk and will build a sound, balanced leadership base for the movement in the community.
7. Members of diverse congregations, denominations, and ethnic groups.

Emmaus is right for many people – but not for everyone.  The religious background or emotional condition of some people may make Emmaus an improper discipleship tool for them.  Other persons’ may be unsuitable choices for sponsorship to Emmaus because of the negative effect they might have on an Emmaus Weekend or the divisive influence they might bring to the church.  Sponsorship requires sensitivity to these factors.  Some examples of questionable sponsorship are the following:

1. Non-Christians.
2. Christians whose theology and/or practice is notably different or incompatible with the traditional theology and practice represented by The Walk to Emmaus.  Christians who have special dietary restrictions and Sabbath celebrations that the Emmaus experience cannot provide, members of groups who feel a need to defend the uniqueness of their beliefs throughout the Walk, or persons who do not share belief in traditional doctrine of the faith basic to the major denominations of the church and to Emmaus.

3. Persons undergoing an emotional crisis (i.e., family break up, job loss, severe grief, etc.) or who are psychologically unstable.

4. Persons who decide not to make the Walk after being presented the opportunity.  Remember, The Walk to Emmaus is not the way to renewal for every Christian.

5. “Church hoppers,” members who always have an axe to grind against the church, persons who will use Emmaus as a tool to divide the body, to further their own theological agendas, or who will create an “Emmaus church”.
6. Persons who are always looking for another spiritual high or another experience to help them “arrive.” 
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PILGRIM APPLICATION









For completion by Emmaus Registrar:

Return application with fee to:




Date received: ___________________________ Status: _________

Fredericksburg Emmaus





Date asked: _________ Accepted: _________ Declined: _________
P.O. Box 42094






Date asked: _________ Accepted: _________ Declined: _________ Fredericksburg, VA 22404





Date asked: _________ Accepted: _________ Declined: _________ 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * ** * *

ALL INFORMATION EXCEPT NAME AND ADDRESS IS KEPT CONFIDENTIAL.  IT IS USED FOR THE PURPOSE OF PLANNING THE WEEKEND.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * ** * *

ALL INFORMATION SHOULD BE PRINTED LEGIBLY.

Name ________________________________________________

Name for name tag ______________________________________

Address ______________________________________________

City _______________________ State __________ Zip ________

Home Phone ____________________________ Age __________

Email Address _________________________________________

  By entering an email address you are authorizing the Emmaus Community to email the monthly Newsletter to this address.

Marital Status ____________ Name of Spouse: _______________ 

Has spouse attended a Walk?       Yes       No

If yes, indicate their Walk # _____    If spouse has not yet walked,

give date application submitted? _________________________

Your Occupation _______________________________________

Are you an ordained or licensed member of the clergy?    Yes    No

Hobbies or Interests _____________________________________

_____________________________________________________

******************************************************The Walk to Emmaus is a 72-hour experience of Christian spiritual renewal designed to inspire, challenge and equip participants for Christian action in their homes, churches and places of work.  Participants will enjoy daily worship, communion, prayer, music, small group participation, and talks given by laity and clergy.

Has the weekend been explained to you (and your spouse)?



( Yes )

( No )

Applicant’s signature:_______________________________

_________________________________Date: ____________

Please enclose a non-refundable pre-registration deposit of $25 to be applied toward the expenses of the weekend. If you want notification that this application has been received, please include a self-addressed stamped postal card.

Checks should be made payable to Fredericksburg Emmaus.

Name and complete mailing address of the church you attend:
_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

Senior Pastor’s Name _______________________________

Church Phone _____________________________________

Pastor’s approval of attending the Walk to Emmaus? 

_________________________________________________

   (Yes)     (No)         (Pastor’s Signature)                      (Date)

Community or Church organizations in which you actively

participate:  ________________________________________

__________________________________________________

*************************************************

Health information:

Special diet?
Yes
No

-If yes, what kind? __________________________________

-Any physical conditions which would limit your participation in the weekend? ______________________________________

__________________________________________________

-Special medication? _________________________________

-Emergency Contact Information:

-Primary Contact Name & Number ______________________

_________________; Secondary Name & Number _________

___________________________________________________

***************************************************

Please indicate why you wish to participate in the Walk to Emmaus and what you expect to gain:

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

(Use an additional sheet of paper, if necessary)

FOLLOWING PORTION TO BE FILLED OUT BY SPONSOR AFTER COMPLETION 
BY APPLICANT AND PASTOR:

Applicant’s Name 


Sponsor’s Name 


Sponsor’s Address 


City ________________________________________________________________________ State _______________ Zip 


Home Phone _________________________ Work Phone _________________________ Email 


Church (including city/state) you regularly attend 


Your Pastor’s name and phone number 


Where and when did you attend your walk? 


Where and when did you attend your Fourth-Day Follow-Up? 


Are you presently involved in weekly grouping?   Yes   No               Are your praying and sacrificing for your applicant?        Yes       No

How do you know the applicant?   


_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How long have you known the applicant? 


Explain why you feel that this person would be a good candidate 


_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Are you able to assist the applicant to get into a weekly reunion group?





Yes

No

If the applicant is married, have you or will you discuss the Walk to Emmaus with the spouse?



Yes

No

Will you participate in the weekend – Transportation, Sponsor’s Hour, Candlelight, Closing?



Yes

No

Will you see to or care for the needs of the spouse and the family of the applicant over the weekend?


Yes

No

Have you explained the necessity to attend a Fourth-Day Follow-Up with the applicant?




Yes

No

Will you attend with your Pilgrim their first Gathering and Fourth-Day Follow-Up?




Yes

No

Have received and read the Community instructions on Sponsoring provided with the candidate’s application?

Yes

No

Have you reviewed this form to ensure that the applicant’s information on the reverse is legible?



Yes

No

Are you aware that the weekend cost for the Pilgrim must be paid by their Sponsor prior to their arrival for the Walk?

Yes

No
AS THE SPONSOR OF THIS APPLICANT, I WILL COVENANT TO SUPPORT THIS PERSON BEFORE, DURING, AND AFTER THE WALK TO EMMAUS WEEKEND.

__________________________________/____________________________________________          

SPONSOR’S PRINTED NAME               /                                     SIGNATURE




DATE

Updated Fredericksburg Emmaus Pilgrim Application (2/2017) DISCARD ALL OTHERS
