	[image: image1.png]



The Upper Room

Emmaus



	August 2002
	of the Greater Fredericksburg Area

	
	


From the Lay Director . . .
“(because those who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry “Abba, Father. The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children.”

Romans 8:14-16
“Aha” moments come to all of us occasionally. They are those moments of profound learning or recognition. Have you ever struggled to solve a problem, only to have its solution come in an ordinary manner – only to say, “aha, I knew that”? Paul describes such a moment in our faith walk, when “we cry, Abba, Father.” When we know that we are a child of God, there is a deep awareness that we have finally come to the truth of our identity. Paul not only describes such a moment but tells us how such a moment comes to be. “All who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God.” That seems simple enough. But why does the Spirit lead one person and not another? Paul does not say that the Spirit pulls or drives us to the knowledge that we are God’s children. To be led requires a willingness to be led.

Paul goes on to say that the awareness comes from “the Spirit(bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God.” The Spirit does not force a new identity upon us. The process is one of cooperation. It is a result of the Spirit of God joining our spirit in a mutual journey of faith. Such a journey requires more than a casual acquaintance. We must daily invite the Spirit of God into our lives and respond to the Spirit’s guidance.

God has created each of us uniquely yet has provided this path that we can all be one with Him. Let us rejoice in our uniqueness as a gift from God. And let us rejoice in our sameness that we are willing to be led by God.

Yours in Christ,
Paul Prewitt
Community Lay Director

Fredericksburg UMC, Emmaus #29
The Next Fredericksburg



Gathering
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When:
August 10, 2002

What:
Tapesty of Faith II

Where:
Hylton Memorial Chapel

Time:
4:00 p.m.
Please note special location and time!!
The board will not meet this month

Upcoming Gatherings
September 14, 2002
Fredericksburg UMC

October 12, 2002

Hillcrest UMC

November 9, 2002

Hillcrest UMC

December 14, 2002
Hillcrest UMC
2002 Weekends
Men’s

October 17-20


WLD:
Bill Simpson

Women’s
November 14-17


WLD:
Kitti Mann

TAPESTRY OF FAITH - UPDATE
ADVANCE \d4
DEADLINE for the September newsletter is Saturday, August 17.  Please send your articles to editor, Barbara Olds.  Mail to 343 Longwood Drive, Stafford, VA 22556;  fax to 540-286-0639; or e-mail to roosterlover@thecrossworks.net.  For the timely delivery of our newsletter, it is important to get those articles in on time!
DeColores All,The planning committee met for probably the last time before the event scheduled for August 10th and we have some information to pass along. Before passing anything along, we would ask your prayers that this event brings honor and glory to the Father, is pleasing to Him, and is a sweet, sweet sound to His ear.1. If you wish to rehearse with the band so that you are more familiar with the music, Steve Russ has set up a time at Good Shepherd UMC in Dale City. 10:00AM on Saturday July 27th. Good Shepherd is on Dale Blvd at the intersection of Birchdale. He would love to see as many as can join them, however, attendance at the rehearsal is NOT mandatory to join them onstage at the event.2. We are still looking for Child care assistance. If you know of anyone who is good with children and would like to earn a few $$ that Sat afternoon and evening, please have them contact me bb3253@aol.com (Brian Lewis).3. We will have a snack & refreshment area from 4:00-@5:00/5:15 and will need help transforming it into the HOOT! room prior to gathering in the sanctuary for our evening's service.4. Thank you all for helping to get word out about this year's event.....I've seen it on many web pages and in many of the communities' newsletters.5. If your community is planning on setting up a display of any sort....weekend group photos, directories, history, or any other community information, please let me know. I have to let the staff at HMC know how many tables to set up and how much space we will need for that.6. The program will have an insert listing the various communities' Fall weekends. This info was taken from your websites. If your information needs to be updated, please contact me SOON!!!7. Finally, KEEP ALL THOSE INVOLVED IN THE PLANNING PROCESS AS WELL AS ALL THOSE PARTICIPATING IN ANY WAY IN YOUR PRAYERS. We are planning an evening which we pray will honor and glorify our living God and should be an inspiration to all who attend.


AGAPE BAGS -
SEW BEAUTIFUL!
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Remember when you saw your agape bag for the first time?  God filled that eye-catching bag with love letters just for you.  Will you help make another pilgrim's walk special?  You can buy brightly colored rainbow striped fabric (check the craft section at your local fabric store or WalMart), cording, bright shoelaces to donate.  Or you can make agape bags; they are sew simple to make (12" wide and 15" tall, please).  Call Diana Farrar at 540-372-7535 or e-mail her at HRHDiana@juno.com to say "I'll help!"
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Calling all the YOUNG at HEART
Can you decorate 5 or 10 or 20 or 100 place mats for an upcoming weekend? Maybe you'd like to help, but have no idea where to start or where to get great ideas! Call Ellen Schertz, the Place Mat Connection at (540) 891-9593 or e-mail her at ellouisesc@aol.com to get set up. You may also buy and donate blank white or solid color place mats. There's room for your gifts at whatever level you choose to serve in the Emmaus place mat ministry. Call Ellen today!
Fredericksburg Web Site
www.fredericksburgemmaus.org
Emmaus Volunteer Chairpersons 2002-2003
Community Lay Director ‑ Paul Prewitt

     Lead Gatherings & Candlelight

     Host Weekend Sponsors’ Hour & Closing

     Chair Emmaus Board





     Pilgrim/Team Selection Committee




     Board Nominating Committee

Assistant Community Lay Director ‑ Wes Pryce

Community Spiritual Director ‑ Barry Throckmorton

     Gathering Location Coordinator

Treasurer ‑ Maria Fortune

Secretary ‑ Gene Philipp

     Manuals Coordinator - Barbara Larson

     Records & By‑Laws Historian - Gene Philipp

Communications Coordinator ‑

     Newsletter - Barbara Olds

     Database Coordinator - Barbara Olds

     Team Registrar - Debrina McKeen

     Pilgrim Registrar - Pat & Dick Barnett

Gathering Support Coordinator ‑ Vacant

     Community Music Director - Debrina McKeen

     Community Baker - Angel Fulkerson

     Childcare Coordinator - Pat Weinhardt

     Facility Clean Up Coordinator -

Weekend Support Coordinator - Brian Lewis

    Community Cha Coordinator - Richard Warner

     General Agape Coordinator ‑ Phyllis Howze

     Prayer Vigil Coordinator ‑ Sandy Crossley/ Jane Carwell

     Placemat Coordinator ‑ Ellen Schertz
     Snack Agape Coordinator - Janice Williams

     Agape Bag Coordinator ‑ Diana Farrar

     Transportation Coordinator - Mo Moses

     Supplies Coordinator - Wes Pryce

     Fourth Day Packets - Tina Cooper

Fourth Day Coordinator - Vacant

   Reunion Group Coordinator - Sandy Crossley

   Emmaus “Store” Coordinator - Millie Brock

Nominating Committee Coordinator - Larry Tubbs


Agape
AUGUST 2002
1-4
Women 132
Puget Sound Walk to Emmaus

Boys 14
NE Texas Emmaus/Chrysalis

Women 56
Heart of Carolina  NC


Women 1003
Northwest San Antonio Emmaus 

Women 160
North IN Emmaus/Chrysalis 

8- 11
Women 59
NE Texas Emmaus/Chrysalis 

Women 113
Emmaus of Southeast Michigan

15- 18
Men 161
North IN Emmaus/Chrysalis 

Women 1007
New Life Emmaus Community  

22- 25
Women 162
Dallas Emmaus Community  TX

Men 60

NE Texas Emmaus/Chrysalis 

Women 14
NW  New Mexico Emmaus 

Men 29

Greater Dayton Emmaus 

29-9/1
Women 107
Mountain Top Emmaus GA

31-9/2
Chrysalis
Columbus IN Emmaus 

B&G Chrysalis
Chrysalis of SE Michigan
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Prayers and Praises. . .




( Chrysalis Support!

( Everyone’s spirit & health

( Pray for Josh - inner healing

( Those who do not have enough to eat

( Pray for us as we house hunt

( Pray for Ralph as he re-learns to walk

( Praises for the loss of 50+ lbs of fluid from Ralph’s body

( Prayers for Steve Seiden and his family in the loss of his

son

( For God to strengthen and guide my daughter through her

difficult times

( Prayer for friend Gay - lupus

( Prayer for friend Ann - lung cancer

( Harvest of Hope mission trips taking place in the next

couple of months

( Neil & Danny Burke

( Pray for our pastor’s sister who is undergoing chemo

( Pray also for his father who is having prostate surgery

( Church unity & youth growth - accepting Christ as their

Savior

( Pray for Willie Parnell & his wife as he combats cancer

( For LOW Youth mission trip

( For healing of the body, the spirit and the soul
( Help my neighbor Genny; help her fight cancer & recover

( For David & Barbara Olds in the death of Dave’s mom

and Barbara’s uncle 

( Prayers for our country

Reunion Groups . . .
We would like to list the Reunion Groups active in the Fredericksburg Emmaus Community.  If you are a member of a reunion group, please send the information to Barbara Olds.  Please provide the name, meeting time, place, and contact with phone number.

Great Is Thy Faithfulness Emmaus Reunion Group

Meets 7:30 PM     Tuesdays

Prince Of Peace United Methodist Church

6299 Token Forest Drive

Manassas, Virginia

Contact: Lloyd Biller (703) 590‑1512

Pastor's Weekly Meeting

Meets 9:00 AM     Thursdays

Rotates - call for location

Contact: Mark Dunn (540) 786‑4025

Lakeside Reunion Group (Men)

Meets 8:00 PM     Tuesdays

Lake Of The Woods - call for location


Contact : Vic Larson (540) 972‑1928

Rainbow Reunion Group (Women) 

Meets 2:30 PM     Tuesdays

Lake Of The Woods - call for location

Contact : Barbara Miller (540) 972‑7418

 Koinonia Women’s Reunion Group

Meets 9:00 AM     Fridays

Lake of the Woods - call for location

Contact: Barbara Larson (540) 972-1928

“Amazing Grace” Reunion Group

Meets 8:30 PM     Thursdays

Hillcrest UMC

Contact : Ed McAdam (540) 898-3625

e-mail to emcadam@infi.net
Bethel UMC Men’s Group

Meets 7:30 AM     Sundays

IHOP, Woodbridge






Contact: Brian Lewis (703) 590‑9343

              e‑mail to bb3253@AOL.com
Joy Breaks

Meets 8:00 PM     Mondays

IHOP, Woodbridge

Contact:  Lois Myrick (703) 680‑0577 or 

     Susan Perkins (703) 590-3482

God Bearers


Meets 8:00 AM     Sundays

Melrose United Methodist Church

Contact:  Laurie Basye (804) 529‑6953 or 580‑5135

   e‑mail basye@crosslink.net
Alice Harding (804) 529‑7854

                e‑mail archardcl@pen.k12.va.us
Lord’s Lions and Lambs Reunion Group

Meets 6:30 PM      Wednesdays

First Christian Church

Contact: Gene Philipp (540) 898-4917

e-mail GeneDiPhil@aol.com
Reality Check (Chrysalis Boys & Girls)

Meets 6:15 PM     Wednesdays

Fredericksburg UMC

(Women)

Meets 7:00 PM   Tuesdays

Fredericksburg UMC

Contact: Becky Guy (540) 373-8258

e-mail mwcof61@mindspring.com
Interested in a New Reunion Group?
There has been interest expressed for a reunion group for the following days:

Men

Thursday PM
Stafford area

Women
AM


Woodbridge

Women
Tuesday PM

Fredericksburg

Women
AM


Fredericksburg

Girls Chrysalis
PM


Woodbridge

If you are interested in joining a new reunion group for one of the above days, please call Sandy Crossley at (703) 221-6977 or e-mail at slcrossley@aol.com
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
One of my jobs at dad’s service station was repairing lawn mowers.  A customer would unload the mower from the trunk of their car and roll it across the driveway until they reached the service bay.  They would stop and explain, “I need to cut my grass or I’m going to have to buy a goat at the stock yard auction today.  Can you fix it?”  I said, “Sure”, and would stop what I was doing to take a closer look at their machine.  Usually the same problems kept the mower from running.  There would be a bad spark plug, a bad carburetor gasket, or a sheered pin that held the flywheel in place.  If I had the part in stock, the repair would only take a few minutes.  The customer would usually be grateful that the repair had been made quickly and would often request mower maintenance like an oil change or blade sharpening.

Sometimes, I would need a bolt or a screw that we didn’t stock and would have to walk several blocks to the hardware store.  As I pushed open the heavy wooden door, a bell would ring.  The bell would thrash around for a moment until I reached up and steadied it to keep the bell from closing in the door.  The hardwood flooring creaked under my shoes as I traveled down the aisle to the sales counter.  I passed a display of twine, only stopping long enough to ogle a new fishing rod and reel on display.  The sales counter was also wooden, and the cash register sat solidly on top.  Pricing information was held under a sheet of thick glass, and receipt pads were stacked neatly by the register.   Notices were tacked on the front of the counter reminding everyone about fishing and hunting licenses.  Mr. Anderson would amble out from the back room asking, “May I help you, Dennis?”  I showed him the broken bolt and asked how to keep the nut from backing off.  He gave me his standard reply, “Put a little horseradish on it!”  I would laugh, and he would then offer a serious solution to my inquiry.

Working at the service station was hard on my shoes.  The oil, dirt, and other chemicals seemed to quickly wear down the soles.  It would mean a trip to the cobbler was in order.  Pushing the door of the cobbler’s shop open, I could smell shoe polish.  It didn’t smell bad; it just had a distinct odor.  On the left, shelves of repaired shoes lined the wall with a stand of old move theater seats lined neatly in front. Customers could sit while their shoes were repaired as they waited.  I loved watching the cobbler work as he tacked the soles and polished the shoes.  He always took time to talk with me, asking about my family.  I would pay him for his work (usually 25 to 75 cents), and Mr. Reynolds would always warn me as I left his store.  “Don’t take any wooden nickels, Dennis.”  I would reply, “OK, I won’t!”

On the other end of the block from my dad’s service station, was the barbershop.  The shop front was painted white, and a red and white barber’s pole was fastened to the side of the building.  Inside the shop there were three barber’s chairs lined in a row.  Mirrors lined both the left and right walls of the shop.  Each chair had a leather strap attached to its arm so the barber could keep his straight razor clean and sharp while he gave his customer a smooth shave.  Hair was always splayed on the floor, and a larger pile had been swept into the corner with a broom left leaning in front.  There were three friendly barbers, but I enjoyed talking with the man in the last chair.  He was an older man, much older than the other two.  His hand wasn’t as steady and he was not as fast as the younger barbers.  If you stayed long enough in his chair, he would share stories of World War II, often lapsing into broken German as he finished his story.  I would laugh, not knowing what he was saying.  He never seemed to mind, always smiling as I laughed.  As he got older, Ernest Mueller was no longer able to cut hair or drive his car.  Living in a rural area, someone would often give him a ride into town.  Later in the day he would depend on someone to drive him home.  I often made that offer.  Mr. Mueller was still anxious to share his war stories, continuing to always end them in German.  I still laughed, and he still smiled.  He would often advise me, “Don’t worry what others may think, Dennis, and follow your heart.”  I always nodded my head as if I understood, but he never expanded on his advice.

Three very different men, offering very peculiar words to me.  They were words I didn’t understand in my youth, but now often draw on as an adult.  Sometimes it takes a lifetime to make sense of words of wisdom.

The Disciples found it hard to understand the words of Jesus as He was sent them out into the world, “Do not go among the Gentiles or enter any town of the Samaritans.  Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel.  As you go, preach this message: The kingdom of heaven is near.  Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons.  Freely you have received, freely give.  Do not take any gold or silver or copper in your belts; take no bag for the journey, or extra tunic, or sandals or a staff; for the worker is worth his keep.  Whatever town or village you enter, search for some worthy person there and stay at his house until you leave.  As you enter the home, give it your greeting.  If the home is deserving, let your peace rest on it; if it is not, let your peace return to it.  If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, shake the dust off your feet when you leave that home or town.  I tell you the truth; it will be more bearable for Sodom and Gomorrah on the Day of Judgment than for that town.  I am sending you out like sheep among wolves.  Therefore be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves.”  Matthew 10: 5-16.

Mr. Mueller warned me about the ways of the world, and Mr. Reynolds warned me about chasing after worldly goods.  What was Mr. Anderson suggesting when he said, “Put a little horseradish sauce on it?”  I believe Mr. Anderson was telling me to smile, laugh, and to spread the good news no matter how silly I felt or how foreign it sounds.  To take it one step further, I should speak with passion and put my whole heart into whatever I do and always know God is with me.  It might seem like a lifetime riddle, but would I have believed the words of a small town storekeeper, cobbler, and barber if they had spoken differently?  

Are you sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ with someone?  Who is sharing Him with you?

Your Brother in Christ,
  Dennis Perkins 
Fredericksburg Emmaus #11, Table of Peter

Prince of Peace UMC 



ADVANCE \d4"I wish for you..."Comfort on difficult days,Smiles when sadness intrudes,Rainbows to follow the clouds,Laughter to kiss your lips,Sunsets to warm your heartGentle hugs when spirits sag,Friendships to brighten your being,Beauty for your eyes to see,Confidence for when you doubt,Faith so that you can believe,Courage to know yourself,Patience to accept the truth,And love to complete your life.God Bless you!I asked the Lord to bless youAs I prayed for you todayTo guide you and protect youAs you go along your way....His love is always with youHis promises are trueNo matter what the tribulationYou know He will see us throughSo , when the road you're traveling onSeems difficult at bestGive your problems to the LordAnd God will do the rest.
FREDERICKSBURG EMMAUS

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Prewitt, Paul

 - Lay Director

Pryce, Wes

 - Asst. Lay Director
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Throckmorton, Barry
 - Spiritual Director

Curry, Bowie
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