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	June 2002
	of the Greater Fredericksburg Area

	
	


From the Lay Director . . .
“Let us love one another, for love comes from God.”

I John 4:7

tc \l1 "I John 4:7
 “This is terrible,” I thought to myself.  Immediately, the woman standing next to me voiced the same opinion, only out loud.  We were standing in the grocery store produce aisle, looking at the not-so-fresh broccoli.  I had invited company for dinner and the broccoli was a main ingredient for the meal I planned to prepare.  The woman and I began to search through the old and very limp broccoli, helping each other and smiling when we would find one that was somewhat fresh.  We didn’t leave until we both had bags full of the needed vegetable.  We smiled at each other and said, “thanks for helping me.”  I then pushed my cart toward the pasta aisle to buy some rice  .  .  .  and there was the same lady!  We had a very pleasant conversation about recipes and cooking.  As she walked away later, my husband appeared and asked whom I had been talking to so cheerfully.  I replied that I had no idea who she was   she just seemed to be a very nice person.  Bill laughed and said that I’d done it again  I’d struck up a conversation with a complete stranger.  “She wasn’t a stranger,” I replied, “she was someone who took the time to help me when I needed help.” 

This Fredericksburg Emmaus community has been a lot like the “broccoli lady.”  When I was elected the Community Lay Director last June, you appeared at my side when I needed support.  You have helped me with so many of the tasks that needed to be done.  You have shown me love and kindness and compassion.

Martin Luther said that God doesn’t just write scripture in the Bible, but in the stars, the trees and in ourselves.  One of my favorite songs goes like this -- 

 “Have you ever stood in the family

 With the Lord there in your midst,

 And the face of Christ on each other.

 Then, I say, you’ve seen Jesus, my Lord.” 

I have seen the face of Jesus in this community  I have seen Him in your face.  Thank you, my friends.  Thank you for sharing your friendship and Christian love.  You have given me an immeasurable gift of love.

So my prayer for you this month is that you will see God’s  love in all those around you and that you will be as blessed as I have been by knowing you.

In Christian love,

Barbara Simpson
Community Lay Director
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The Next Fredericksburg
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When:
June 8, 2002

Where:
Hillcrest UMC



Time:
6:45 p.m.

Please note new time!!
The board will meet at 4:00 p.m.

Fellowship begins at 6:00 p.m. 
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AGAPE BAGS -
SEW BEAUTIFUL!
Remember when you saw your agape bag for the first time?  God filled that eye-catching bag with love letters just for you.  Will you help make another pilgrim's walk special?  You can buy brightly colored rainbow striped fabric (check the craft section at your local fabric store or WalMart), cording, bright shoelaces to donate.  Or you can make agape bags; they are sew simple to make (12" wide and 15" tall, please).  Call Diana Farrar at 540-372-7535 or e-mail her at HRHDiana@juno.com to say "I'll help!"
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Calling all the YOUNG at HEART
Can you decorate 5 or 10 or 20 or 100 place mats for an upcoming weekend? Maybe you'd like to help, but have no idea where to start or where to get great ideas! Call Ellen Schertz, the Place Mat Connection at (540) 891-9593 or e-mail her at ellouisesc@aol.com to get set up. You may also buy and donate blank white or solid color place mats. There's room for your gifts at whatever level you choose to serve in the Emmaus place mat ministry. Call Ellen today!
Fredericksburg Web Site
www.fredericksburgemmaus.org


Emmaus Volunteer Chairpersons 2001-2002
Community Lay Director ‑ Barbara Simpson

     Lead Gatherings & Candlelight

     Host Weekend Sponsors’ Hour & Closing

     Chair Emmaus Board





     Pilgrim/Team Selection Committee




     Board Nominating Committee

Assistant Community Lay Director ‑ Paul Prewitt

Community Spiritual Director ‑ John DeJong

     Gathering Location Coordinator

Treasurer ‑ Maria Fortune

Secretary ‑ Gene Philipp

     Manuals Coordinator - Barbara Larson

     Records & By‑Laws Historian - Gene Philipp

Communications Coordinator ‑ Hank McCaslin

     Newsletter - Barbara Olds

     Database Coordinator - Barbara Olds

     Team Registrar - Debrina McKeen

     Pilgrim Registrar - Pat & Dick Barnett

Gathering Support Coordinator ‑ Vacant

     Community Music Director - Debrina McKeen

     Community Baker - Angel Fulkerson

     Childcare Coordinator - Pat Weinhardt

     Facility Clean Up Coordinator -

Weekend Support Coordinator - Brian Lewis

  Community Cha Coordinator - Richard Warner

     General Agape Coordinator ‑ Phyllis Howze

     Prayer Vigil Coordinator ‑ Sandy Crossley/ Jane Carwell

     Placemat Coordinator ‑ Ellen Schertz

     Snack Agape Coordinator - Janice Williams

     Agape Bag Coordinator ‑ Diana Farrar

     Transportation Coordinator - Mo Moses

     Supplies Coordinator - Wes Pryce

     Fourth Day Packets - Tina Cooper

Fourth Day Coordinator - Vacant

   Reunion Group Coordinator - Sandy Crossley

   Emmaus “Store” Coordinator - Millie Brock

Nominating Committee Coordinator - Paul Prewitt
Agape
JUNE 2002

6 -9
Women 46
Southeast Florida Emmaus 

Men 157
North Indiana Emmaus Community

Women 4
Limestone Ohio Valley Emmaus  

Women 13
Northwest New Mexico Emmaus

13 - 16
Girls 22

Cross Country Chrysalis Com.  TX

20 - 23 
Women 996
Northwest San Antonio  Tx

Women 35
Springfield Area Emmaus OH

Women 160
Dallas Emmaus Community  TX 

Men 28

Signal Mountain Emmaus   TX

21 -23
Awakening 1
Kokomo Great Banquet  IN

27 – 30
Boys 23

Cross Country Chrysalis Com.   TX

Boys

Protea Chrysalis, South Africa

Women 158
North Indiana Emmaus Community

Women 130
Puget Sound Walk to Emmaus  WA

29 – 7/1
Boys&Girls 18
Purchase Area Chrysalis  KY
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Prayers and Praises. . .


( Parents & family

( Tom who is having back surgery

( Unity in church

( For my husband to find peace in Christ

( Prayers to help me quit smoking

( Susie King - breast cancer

( Prayer for Ruane family - Matt (18) was shot & killed on

April 29

( Praise & Prayer for our young people

( Ministry to youth of FCC

( Pastor suffering with depression

( For Lucille Collins, peace, rest, healing

( For all Emmaus communities to stay on path and follow

the Lord

( Ellen Carson - stomach cancer

( Thanksgiving for all the prayer support for Jim Guy – he

is on the road to remission.  Praise God for

Emmaus people!

( Prayer for our churches to have better outreach to our

young people

( Guidance for my children, that the Lord guide their every

step

( Prayer for family (children) to come back to the Lord

( Linda Young - uterine cancer

( Prayers for guidance in helping children with difficult

decisions
( For relative in Greensboro who lost job; family has no

health insurance now

( Prayers for Joe & Judy Mann - home in Maryland hit by

tornado

( Pray for Willie & Joan Parnell as Willie undergoes

treatment for pancreatic cancer

( For our graduates as they being the next step in their lives

for their wisdom, patience & strength in the Lord

( Our Chrysalis Community

( Prayer for Michael Pates (6yr old) suffering pneumonia

for the 5th - 6th time in the past year; for the doctors

to see clearly the nature of the problem and it’s cure

( Prayer for wisdom & finances

( Betty Moses - eye surgery on May 13th 

( Praise - my uncle was found after being missing for 11yrs

( For Scott Giles as he seeks God’s will in going into the

ministry

( Pray for my wife who has trouble holding onto God’s joy

as depression erodes her joy
( For God’s wisdom and direction

( Prayer for Deborah - infection in her body that has

affected her mind and spirit

( Marcy & Jim

( Please pray for mother-in-law, Peggy McCown – her

health hasn’t been good for a long time – she will be

having surgery to remove tumor in her head over the

Summer/Fall

( Thank you for keeping my children & I safe in car

accident this week

( Praise God for all the people and love at Emmaus

( I pray for peace in our church congregation

( Pray for my son, Cory and my wife, Brenda

( Paul - having trouble recovering from liver transplant

( My friend Ann who has lung cancer
( Prayers for Mary & Wayne Garfield

( Prayer for pastoral transitions at FUMC – prayers for

departing pastors and incoming pastor

( Praise God for Christian fellowship

( Please pray for my mother & father-in-law as they

struggle through major life changes; may they find

the peace and guidance of God’s love

( Prayer for healing for Emily Long

( Prayers for our country

( For Germanna Church and building needs

( Prayers for the growth in our church; changes to be made

( Prayers for healing for Kathleen King

( Thank God for all the blessings He has given me and all

He has done for my husband

( My sister in Christ, Peggy - biopsy

( Prayers for our company (if we are doing the work that

God wants us to do)

( Raising my children for Christ & sending a Christian

partner to do it with

( Prayers for Mothers!

( Pray for the youth of this Community and Chrysalis

Community that we are attempting to maintain for

them
Reunion Groups . . .
We would like to list the Reunion Groups active in the Fredericksburg Emmaus Community.  If you are a member of a reunion group, please send the information to Barbara Olds.  Please provide the name, meeting time, place, and contact with phone number.




Great Is Thy Faithfulness Emmaus Reunion Group

Meets 7:30 PM     Tuesdays

Prince Of Peace United Methodist Church

6299 Token Forest Drive

Manassas, Virginia

Contact: Lloyd Biller (703) 590‑1512

Pastor's Weekly Meeting

Meets 9:00 AM     Thursdays

Rotates - call for location

Contact: Mark Dunn (540) 786‑4025

Lakeside Reunion Group (Men)

Meets 8:00 PM     Tuesdays

Lake Of The Woods - call for location


Contact : Vic Larson (540) 972‑1928

Rainbow Reunion Group (Women) 

Meets 2:30 PM     Tuesdays

Lake Of The Woods - call for location

Contact : Barbara Miller (540) 972‑7418

 Koinonia Women’s Reunion Group

Meets 9:00 AM     Fridays

Lake of the Woods - call for location

Contact: Barbara Larson (540) 972-1928

“Amazing Grace” Reunion Group

Meets 8:15 PM     Thursdays

Chancellor Christian Church

Contact : Joe Cooper (540) 710-6268

e-mail to jtjh4givn@juno.com
Bethel UMC Men’s Group

Meets 7:30 AM     Sundays

IHOP, Woodbridge

Contact: Brian Lewis (703) 590‑9343

              e‑mail to bb3253@AOL.com
Joy Breaks

Meets 8:00 PM     Mondays

IHOP, Woodbridge

Contact:  Lois Myrick (703) 680‑0577 or 

     Susan Perkins (703) 590-3482

God Bearers


Meets 8:00 AM     Sundays

Melrose United Methodist Church

Contact:  Laurie Basye (804) 529‑6953 or 580‑5135

   e‑mail basye@crosslink.net
Alice Harding (804) 529‑7854

                e‑mail archardcl@pen.k12.va.us
Lord’s Lions and Lambs Reunion Group

Meets 6:30 PM      Wednesdays

First Christian Church

Contact: Gene Philipp (540) 898-4917

e-mail GeneDiPhil@aol.com
Reality Check (Chrysalis Boys & Girls)

Meets 6:15 PM     Wednesdays

Fredericksburg UMC

(Women)

Meets 7:00 PM   Tuesdays

Fredericksburg UMC

Contact: Becky Guy (540) 373-8258

e-mail mwcof61@mindspring.com
Interested in a New Reunion Group?
There has been interest expressed for a reunion group for the following days:

Men

Thursday PM
Stafford area

Women
AM


Woodbridge

Women
Tuesday PM

Fredericksburg

Women
AM


Fredericksburg

Girls Chrysalis
PM


Woodbridge

If you are interested in joining a new reunion group for one of the above days, please call Sandy Crossley at (703) 221-6977 or e-mail at slcrossley@aol.com
Dear Children of God,

“Dennis, it’s time to wake up.  You have school today!” mom called from the kitchen.  I mumbled with very little enthusiasm, “Okay, I’m up.”  The aroma of bacon frying became my incentive for showering and getting dressed.  It’s tough knowing it’s summer time, and I have to go to school.  I would rather be spending time at the pool, sitting on the riverbank fishing, or working with my Dad at his service station.  It was my choice, however, to take a few classes in the summer so that I could finish school a year earlier.

English literature was the hardest subject for me, so it was the natural choice to take before the next school year.  I loved to read, but I wanted to read for enjoyment rather than be given assigned reading.

Soon, I was dressed and sitting at the kitchen table consuming the breakfast mom had prepared for me.  She was a stickler for breakfast.  She always made sure I had a good breakfast; no matter what time I had to rise in the morning.  There were times when I had to get up as early as 5:00 a.m. to go to school, or on a fishing trip.  My mom would be up and cooking bacon, eggs and toast for me.  I would say, “Mama, you didn’t have to get up!  I could have eaten a bowl of cereal.”  She would say, “I wanted to make sure you had a good, hot meal.  Besides, you have to eat or you’ll get sick!”

I grabbed my books, said goodbye to mom, and headed out the front door.  Climbing into my ’66 Plymouth Valiant Signet, I rolled down the driver’s side window.  (The car didn’t have air-conditioning.)  I started the engine, slipped a tape into the 8-track, and adjusted the volume.  Alice Cooper was singing, “I’m eighteen.  I don’t know what I want”.  I shift into drive as I release the emergency brake.  I turn left onto the main road and begin my seven-mile drive to school.

I arrive at school and quickly find my classroom and desk.  The teacher was one of those teachers all the kids feared.  She was a strict classroom disciplinarian and expected her assignments to be completed “in full and on time!”  No one dared to make a sound during class without raising their hand.  I liked her, even though I feared her.  If I answered a question correctly, she would compliment me and that was a rarity in high school.

The day came when it was my turn to present an oral book report.  I had read an autobiography of Dick Gregory.  I got up before the class and began to tell his story.  I felt like I needed to emphasize my report, so I reached for the book on my desk, flipped through the pages and found a passage that I wanted to read to the class.  It was one of my favorite parts.

I selected the page where Dick Gregory was talking with his mother after she had caught him praying.  I began to read.  “Momma asked, What’s wrong, Richard?  Why do you look so strange?”  Richard replied, “You wouldn’t understand, Momma.”  “I would, Richard, you tell me” assured Momma.  Richard said, “Well(I came out here to pray, Momma.  Way out here so they (his brothers and sisters) wouldn’t hear me, and laugh at me, and call me a sissy.  God is a good God, isn’t He, Momma?”  Momma replied softly, “Yes He is, Richard.”  Richard asked, Momma if I tell you something, would you laugh at me?  Would you say I’m crazy?  Would you say I was lying, Momma?”  Momma said, “What is it Richard?”  Richard said, “I heard Him talk to me, Momma!”

My teacher started crying, and immediately left the room.  The classroom was completely silent for a moment until one of my classmates whispered, “You did it now. You’re gonna get it, Dennis!”  

I reread that dialogue to myself, and knew it had meaning to me, but I didn’t understand the reaction of my teacher.  Was I really in trouble?  Would I be kicked out of her class?  Was she all right?  I had already begun imagining me sitting at a desk come September.

The teacher slowly walked back into the classroom, gripping a handful of tissues to her chest.  She said, “You have touched my heart.  In all my years of teaching, you have touched my heart today.  Thank you!”  She again left the room crying.

I had shared a book that meant something to me.  It’s true that I was passionate about that book and how Dick Gregory had shared his life in a way that touched the reader.  I had even shared his story with my family and friends.  I never meant to upset my teacher, and it wasn’t until years later that I realized she had been crying tears of joy.

I was awarded an “A” for that book report.  As I look back, what I actually received that day was a lesson in joy.  My teacher taught me that joy goes deep into the heart, cannot be bound there, and must spring outward.

I like the way that David described joy in Psalm 30:11-12.  “You turned my wailing into dancing; you removed my sackcloth and clothed me with joy, that my heart may sing to you and not be silent.  O Lord my God, I will give you thanks forever.”

I pray that you find joy in each and every day that the Lord has given you.  I pray that you will trade Him all your pain, sorrow and fear for heartfelt joy!  May God touch your heart today and every day.

Praising Him in joy,

  Dennis Perkins 
Prince of Peace United Methodist Church

Fredericksburg Emmaus #11, Table of Peter 

SdennisPerkins@AOL.com
Email Updates. . .
"Community news updates, weekend and Gathering reminders, and prayer requests go out to the community via email on a continuing basis. If you would like to be included among those who receive this information, please email Brian Lewis at: bb3253@aol.com with your email address information."

DEADLINE for the July newsletter is Saturday, June 15.   Please send your articles to editor, Barbara Olds.  Mail to 343 Longwood Drive, Stafford, VA 22554;  fax to 540-286-0639; or e-mail to roosterlover@thecrossworks.net.  For the timely delivery of our newsletter, it is important to get those articles in on time!


2002 Weekends
Men’s

October 17-20


WLD:
Bill Simpson

Women’s
November 14-17


WLD:
Kitti Mann


Upcoming Gatherings
July 13, 2002

First Christian Church

August 10, 2002

Hylton Chapel - Tapestry of Faith

September 14, 2002
Fredericksburg UMC

October 12, 2002

Hillcrest UMC

November 9, 2002

Hillcrest UMC

December 14, 2002
Hillcrest UMC
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PO Box 42094

Fredericksburg, VA 22404
Directions to Hillcrest United Methodist Church

2208 Lafayette Boulevard, Fredericksburg

898-2180

From I-95 North
1. Take Exit 126, turning left at the light going north on Route 1

2. Follow Route 1 to the third stoplight (Four Mile Fork) and turn right on to Lafayette Blvd

3. Proceed on Lafayette Blvd about 1½ miles (going through two stoplights) until you come to Hillcrest UMC on the left side of the road.

From I-95 South
Take Exit 126A, Route1 North and follow the directions above from #2.
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