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From the Lay Director . . .
The August Gathering was well attended considering the distance and the thunderstorms up and down the highway.  It was a joy to share in worship, song, and fellowship with you.  I look forward to the September Gathering - also at Rehoboth Methodist.

Prior to the Gathering your Board met to conduct Emmaus Community business - we had much to do.  However, we could take no official actions because we had no quorum.  The Board has 15 active members - 12 lay members and 3 Spiritual Directors.  Only 7 attended and 8 are needed, a majority, to conduct business.  I will be contacting each member of the Board over the next month to encourage them to attend in September.

The Board discussed a number of actions of importance to the Community:

1.
Chrysalis - Shall the Emmaus Board assume responsibility for the Fredericksburg Chrysalis assets (money and equipment) now that the local chapter has folded?  Shall the Emmaus Board form a  Chrysalis Steering Committee to work toward formation of a new Fredericksburg Chapter of Chrysalis?  Several people have expressed a desire to serve on a steering committee - let me know soon if you are interested.

2.
Action Committees - The Community work in support of our Walks and Gatherings are currently organized into action committees - each coordinated by a Board member who also does specific work within the committee.  The committees are organized into sub-committees - each headed by a Community member selected by the Board member who coordinates the work of the committee. 

The job descriptions for each of these committees and sub-committees are being drafted, assembled, and reviewed by the Board. Approximately half of the job descriptions have been completed.  The rest should be done by the September Board meeting.  Committee assignments are being made and Community members will be contacted to serve on various sub-committees.  WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE CONTACTED ABOUT A SERVICE OPPORTUNITY?  Let me know - I'll pass your name along to the Board members.  

3.
Team and Pilgrim Selection - The Selection Committee that reviews the team and pilgrim applications for the upcoming Emmaus weekends reported their new review process.  Three work sessions have been held to define the new process and accomplish the review of the team and pilgrim applications.   

The teams for #33 and #34 were reported to the Board by the walk LDs.  The men's team #34 is fully staffed and has begun teaming.  The women's walk #34 has a problem however.  So far, Angel Fulkerson, team LD, has been unable to fill her team roster.  Not enough women have applied to team and her calling campaign has been discouraging - a lot of turn downs.  

Service on teams is a precious gift that God gives us, something that every Emmaus member should pray about and aspire to.  Perhaps our Emmaus women are active in their home churches and have less time to serve.  Whatever the reason ladies, please give careful, prayerful thought to team service.  Be sure your Pastor is supportive of your service - we don't want to draw you away from the work of your home church without your Pastor's approval.

We also have a large waiting list of women who have been sponsored to walk.  Several men who would have walked this fall are waiting until spring to walk because their wives can’t get on the fall walk.  Last year the Board even tried to organize a third women's walk to serve all the women on the waiting list but we were unable to find an LD who would serve.  I don't understand why our men's teams are turning away teamers and struggling to find pilgrims while the women's teams are turning away pilgrims and struggling to find teamers.  Let me know your thoughts on this matter of teaming.  Also, would you like to see a third women's walk...if we can staff it? 

4.
Emmaus Web site - Brian Lewis(Bb3253@aol.com) has agreed to coordinate an evaluation of the value of establishing a Fredericksburg Emmaus Web site to better serve our local community.  If you would like to help do the evaluation, contact Brian.

As you can see, much is going on in the community.  Please be in prayer that we will together Glorify God in everything we as a fellowship of believers, the very body of Christ, do in service to Him.
De Colores,

Dick Barnett
The Next Fredericksburg



Gathering
When:
September 11, 1999

Where:
Rehoboth United Methodist




Fellowship at 6:00 p.m.  Please bring snacks and refreshments to share.
The board will meet at 4:00 p.m. at the church.
[image: image2.png]The grace of the
Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God,
and the communion
of the Holy Spirit
be withh all of you.
2 Corinthians 13 : 1 3





Upcoming Gatherings
October 2, 1999
Fairview Baptist

November 13, 1999
Fairview Baptist
Fredericksburg Emmaus Volunteer Chairpersons
1999‑2000
Community Lay Director ‑ Dick Barnett

     Gathering Coordinator

     Sponsor's Hour Coordinator

     Candlelight Coordinator

Assistant Community Lay Director ‑ Ken Roark

     Transportation Coordinator

     Supply Coordinator ‑ Tom Frank

Community Spiritual Director ‑ Mark Ogren

     Gathering Coordinator

     Sponsor's Hour Coordinator

     Candlelight Coordinator

Treasurer ‑ Dave Olds

     Childcare Coordinator (Gatherings & DDU) ‑ Bob Davis

Secretary ‑ Barbara Larson

     Manuals Coordinator

     By‑Laws Historian

     Reunion Group Coordinator ‑ Barbara Simpson

     Emmaus "Store" Coordinator ‑ Vonnie Hinkle

Communications Coordinator ‑ Barbara Olds

     Newsletter / Database Coordinator - Barbara Olds

     Chrysalis Liaison

     Pilgrim Registrar - Christine Schroth

Agape Coordinator ‑ Patty Tessier

     General Agape Coordinator ‑ Barbara Wood

     Prayer Vigil Coordinator ‑ Debbie McKeen

     Placemat Coordinator ‑ Tina Cooper

     Snack Agape Coordinator - Patti Tessier

     Agape Bag Coordinator ‑ Diana Farrar

DDU Coordinator ‑ Susan Perkins

     Community Baker ‑ Betty Gray Thompson

     DDU Pot Luck Dinner Coordinator



Prayer and Praises . . .
( Mother in nursing home

( Trip to Fort Lee

( Prayers for the Powers family

( Pray for Robert & Sara Fulkerson

( Team members for Emmaus #34

( Pastor for Woodbridge Christian Church

( Praise for new granddaughter, Cheri Fulkerson, and all

that has taken place during & since her birth

( Praise God I am able to team

( Traveling mercies for daughter, sister & family

( Friend’s grandfather in nursing home

( Praise - my husband was called to October walk

( To open the hearts of your servants Lord. Help us to

lift your name on high; give us a bold spirit, not

one of timidity

( Thanksgiving for many gifts given to us and the

wonderful ways given to serve God

( Prayers for a friend’s mother just diagnosed with M.S.

( For pilgrims of #33 and #34

( Praise Roger comes back to Fredericksburg to work

( Prayers for Sue’s health - wearing down

( Praises of thanksgiving for safe vacations & travels

( Thanks to God for new granddaughter for Perkins –

Kendall Ellise Collier born August 10

( Pray for my granddaughter Ashley

( Prayer for Jacob Hemming

( Pray for Joe’s family – he just died after a car hit him

head on in a traffic accident

( Praise for joining me closer with family, church members

brothers & sisters in Christ.  Praise & Glory to

our Father in Heaven.  Let us be a witness for you.

( To keep my children going on the right path with Christ

( May His spirit continue to make His presence felt at our

workplace

( Help me accept my parents’ reluctance to attend a week-

end. May they accept an invitation in His time.

( Praise for His work at National Capital Chrysalis #38

( Pray for newlyweds, Susannah (Rice) and Joey Price

( Pray that we can get Chrysalis back on track

( Praise Susan Curt became a Christian! I met her in a

suicide chat room.  God is Good all the Time!!

( Pray for Fairview Baptist Church as we search for 2

new ministers

( Pray for my father, John Mathis
( Praise God for all he bestows on us

( Prayer for the Kosovo family being supported by FUMC

( Prayers for John & Nicole Blosser as they start their

married life today, 8/14/99

( Pray for Thomas Whittaker



The Fredericksburg Emmaus community is considering starting a web site.  If any of you have experience in this area (or not) and have a heart to undertake this opportunity to set up the web site please contact our coordinator:

Brian Lewis 

11804 Lenox Lane

Woodbridge, Va. 22192

e‑mail: Bb3253@aol.com

We are looking for a means of disseminating information about our community and our ongoing activities, weekend dates, Chrysalis concerns, prayer 

requests, and whatever other 'things' might be of interest to our members and to members of other communities and Christians surfing the net. 
From: GOD

To: All those who believe in me

Subject: Life's problems

Good morning.  I am God. Today I will be handling all of your problems. Please remember that I do not need your help.  If the devil happens to deliver a situation to you that you cannot handle, do not attempt to resolve it.  Kindly put it in the SFJTD (something for Jesus to do) box.  It will be addressed in My time, not yours.  Once the matter is placed into the box, do  not hold on to it or remove it.  Holding on or removal will delay the resolution of your problem.  If it is a situation that you think you are capable of handling, please consult me in prayer  to be sure that it is the proper resolution.  Because I do not sleep nor do I slumber, there is no need for you to lose any sleep.  Rest my child.

If you need to contact me, I am only a prayer away.

GOD



Reunion Groups . . .
We would like to list the Reunion Groups active in the Fredericksburg Emmaus Community.  If you are a member of a reunion group, please send the information to Barbara Simpson.  Please provide the name, meeting time, place, and contact with phone number.

Great Is Thy Faithfulness Emmaus Reunion Group

Meets 7:30 PM     Tuesdays

Prince Of Peace United Methodist Church

6299 Token Forest Drive

Manassas, Virginia

Contact: Lloyd Biller (703) 590‑1512

Pastor's Weekly Meeting

Meets 9:00 AM     Thursdays

Rotates - call for location

Contact: Mark Dunn (540) 786‑4025

Lakeside Reunion Group (Men)

Meets 8:00 PM     Tuesdays

Lake Of The Woods Church

Contact : Vic Larson (540) 972‑1928

Rainbow Reunion Group (Women) 

Meets 9:00 AM     Fridays

Lake Of The Woods Church

Contact : Barbara Miller (540) 972‑7418

“Amazing Grace” Reunion Group

Meets 8:15 PM     Thursdays

Chancellor Christian Church

Contact : Joe Cooper (540) 310‑0865

Son Rise Reunion Group

Meets 7:15 a.m.    Thursdays

Melrose United Methodist

Contact: Ruth Ash (804) 529-6448 or

     Patsy Bayse (804) 529-6101

(Men)

Meets 7:30 p.m.     Tuesdays

Bethel United Methodist Church

13506  Minnieville Road

Woodbridge, Va.

Contact: Brian Lewis (703) 590‑9343

              e‑mail to bb3253@AOL.com
“The Fredericksburg and Chrysalis Communities do not encourage or sanction the use of Community directories for profit use.”
Monday's Makeovers Reunion Group

Meets 8:00 p.m.     Mondays

Denny's Restaurant in Dale City

Dale Blvd. & I‑95

Contact:  Lois Myrick 703‑680‑0577 or 

     Sandy Crossley 703‑221‑6977

God Bearers

Meets 8:00 am     Sundays

Melrose United Methodist Church

Contact:  Laurie Basye (804) 529‑6953 or 580‑5135

                   e‑mail basye@crosslink.net

               Alice Harding (804) 529‑7854

                   e‑mail archardcl@pen.k12.va.us

DEADLINE for the October newsletter is September 15.   Please send your articles to editor, Barbara Olds.  Mail to 343 Longwood Drive, Stafford, VA 22554;  fax to 540-286-2663; or e-mail to dolds@erols.com.  For the timely delivery of our newsletter, it is important to get those articles in on time!
FREDERICKSBURG EMMAUS

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Barnett, Dick

 - Lay Director

Roark, Ken

 - Asst. Lay Director

Larson, Barbara 
 - Secretary

Olds, David 
 
 - Treasurer

Ogren, Mark

 - Spiritual Director

Barnard, Tom

Perkins, Dennis

Cooper, Joe

Perkins, Susan

Hinkle, Vonnie

Schroth, Christine

Lewis, Brian

Tessier, Patti

Olds, Barbara

Warren, Wayne




Northeastern Regional Emmaus & Chrysalis Regional Celebration
Vic and Barbara Larson
The first Northeastern Regional Emmaus & Chrysalis Celebration and Training was held on August 13th through 15th at Ridgewood United Methodist Church in Ridgewood, NJ.  Approximately 150 persons from 17 

Emmaus communities throughout the Northeast Region attended.  Time was spent in worship and celebration as well as many interesting and informative workshops.  Workshops included The First Act of Agape: Sponsorship, Three Day Overview, The Spirit of Servanthood: Lay Director Training, Sustaining the Spirit: Spiritual Director Training, Flavorings vs. Changes, In a spirit of Cooperation and Charity ‑‑ Team Selection Committee Training, Community in the Boardroom, Coming Down form the Mountain ‑‑ 4th Day and Gatherings.  The workshops were led by Rev. Ron Colwell, the International Director of the Upper Room Walk to Emmaus; Jean Johnson Green, the Assistant Director of the Walk to Emmaus; Bob Brandt, Northeast Regional field representative for Emmaus; Scoofer Jordan, Southeast Regional field representative for Emmaus; Helen Kerrigan, Northeast Regional field representative for Chrysalis and others.  We will try to share some of the spirit of the week‑end and what we learned with the community through newsletter articles and reports.  

The opening session was led by Ron Colwell, the International Director of the Upper Room Walk to Emmaus. He shared that the same principles that he uses to teach his T ball players to bat can be applied to Emmaus.

1.  Keep your eye on the ball.

We need to keep our eye on the purpose of Emmaus.  The Walk to Emmaus weekend is NOT the purpose of Emmaus.  What happens on the weekend is not the key to Emmaus.  The purpose is the Fourth Day.  The purpose is 

to develop leadership and impact the church.  What have you done with your Fourth Day after your walk?  How has your Walk to Emmaus made a difference in your church?  How are you serving God in your church?  Are 

you in a reunion group that holds you accountable for your life of piety, study and action?

2.  Swing level and follow through.

Many young players try to hit a home run every time at bat.  So in Emmaus we need to be careful we do not try to hit a "home run" every week‑end.  We need to be patient.  We need to give people the freedom to respond in the way that God intended.  We need to make sure that we don’t try to get people going the way we think they should go.  The Fourth Day is important.  Just try to make a base hit on the week‑end ‑‑ not a home run.  Be consistent.  Trust the relationship with the community.  Allow people to come through the process.  Nudge one step closer to Christ.  There is a danger in trying to over control and expecting a formula response.  God always gives us the freedom to respond.  There needs to be a consistency of the weekends across the communities.

3.  Shift your weight from back to front.

The  power in a baseball swing comes from  the shift of weight from back to front.  Emmaus is about leadership development.  People who seem to be in charge need to get out of the way and allow other leaders to develop.  Invite people in at levels where they are not comfortable.  

None of us are qualified.  Work toward continual improvement.  Evaluate what has happened.  What is being accomplished in the Fourth Day?  The goal of Emmaus is developing spiritual leaders for the local church.

Over one million people have gone on the Walk to Emmaus.  Upper Room Emmaus has 350 communities in 19 countries.  Emmaus is developing fewer new communities in the United States at this time.  The development of new communities is primarily international.  Emmaus needs companion communities to assist in the develop of new communities. Companion 

[image: image3.wmf]communities need to be strong existing communities that willingly follow the manual.  The companion community covenants with the new community for three years.  Emmaus has developed new communities in Cuba and China that is remarkable. Emmaus would be significant even if ended today.  What is needed is a humble spirit and perseverance.  The constant is God’s love in Jesus.


Fredericksburg Emmaus #33


“Not by Might, nor by Power, but by My Spirit”


 Team Assignments
Tom Barnard

Spiritual Director

Grace Talk

Dick Barnett

Agape Coordinator

Sean Bonner

Music Director


Body of Christ


Sunday, 11:10 a.m.

Herman Brock

Asst Table Leader

Christian Action

Saturday, 2:35 p.m.

Donnie Cross

Music Team

Robert Davis

Cha



History Talk @DDU

John DeJong

Lead Spiritual Director
Grace Talk

Steve Ecklund

Asst Table Leader

Discipleship


Saturday, 8:00 p.m.

Malcolm Graham
Asst Table Leader

Stanley Harrell

Spiritual Director

Grace Talk

Ken Hinkle

Asst Lay Director

Priorities


Friday, 9:15 a.m.

Greg Howard

Asst Table Leader

Mike Iden

Music Team

Mark Lawrence
Table Leader


Life in Piety


Friday, 7:30 p.m.

Brian Lewis

Cha

Matt Lohr

Spiritual Director

Grace Talk

John Mann

Asst Table Leader

Larry Morgenstern
Table Leader

Gene Philipp

Music Team

Paul Prewitt

Table Leader


Priesthood of All Believers
Friday, 1:30 p.m.

Wes Pryce

Asst Lay Director

Changing Our World

Sunday, 8:50 a.m.

Steve Rainwater
Asst Table Leader

Ken Roark

Lay Director


Perseverance


Sunday, 1:05 p.m.

Peter Schatz

Table Leader


Growth Through Study
Saturday, 8:55 a.m.

Tony Schroth

Table Leader


Teaming Talk @ DDU

Bill Simpson

Table Leader

Larry Tubbs

Asst Lay Director

Fourth Day


Sunday, 2:45 p.m.

Richard Warner
Head Cha Coordinator
Sponsorship Talk @ DDU

Wayne Warren
Spiritual Director

Grace Talk

The Team Chapel is open to the Community during the various talks.  Each speaker will have a team member in the chapel as their prayer partner.  A speaker’s grouping members, family or others who have attended a weekend are invited and welcomed to be a part of this special time.  Chapel Prayer Partners should be discreet in arriving and departing from Camp Easter Seal and should be in the prayer chapel 30 minutes prior to “Talk Time” listed above.
Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ,

Thanks to all for your vote of confidence at the June Gathering for my term on the Emmaus Board.  I look forward to sharing my spiritual gifts with the Fredericksburg Emmaus community, praying that my thoughts and actions are in line with God’s intentional will.

Please be patient with me while I roam out of my comfort zone and share with you my thoughts on a wonderful book I recently read.  The treasure I refer to is entitled “The Will of God.”  It’s republished by Leslie D. Weatherhead, and originally written in 1944 by Whitmore and Stone.  This gem is actually five talks on the Will of God prepared as sermons.

The topic of God’s will has been a confusing subject in my faith walk.  Along the way we may have heard, “It must be God’s will, just accept it.”  This is just one sentence, but applied in a misguided, thoughtless moment, it can become confusing and painful, especially to someone early in their faith journey.  My confusion occurred amidst the violence in our society.  My thought process would go something like this, “Lord my mind is not capable of understanding the reason for this tragedy, but I know you could have stopped it.  I pray not for my own understanding, but for the comfort of your love to all those suffering in response.”  Wow, it was hard for me to type these words, knowing they previously formed a prayer.  Forgive me, Father, and bless you for continuing to teach me your truth!  “When the storm is raging (specific acts of violence) it is too late to talk about the anchor that should have been put down before the storm began.”

This brings me to the subject of this book, “God’s Will.”  The author has divided this subject into three parts:

1.  God’s intentional will,

2.  God’s circumstantial will

3.  God’s ultimate will.

Early in my faith journey, my thoughts on “freedom of choice” and “God’s will” hadn’t been integrated.  However, thanks to my Heavenly Teacher, I knew that world peace, elimination of hunger, etc., had to start with my willing hands.  But somehow everything became jumbled and confused in times of tragedy.  I found myself adding those difficult times to my list of questions for God when we met face to face.  As always, our Heavenly Father leads us to answers for those things which trouble our hearts.  Through locating this book, then the time to read it, I discovered some answers.

When we submit our heart and soul to God, the path of his intentional will is more closely ensued.  However, the evil in the world sometimes interferes with God’s good intentions, and his ultimate will must be brought about through circumstances other than what he originally intended.  Therefore my friends, we must separate “evil and sin” from the same thought process as “God’s will.”  We are tempted by the comfort in believing our tragedies are “God’s will.”  This is hiding within an area of God which is untrue, and in our most desperate junctures would leave us as unprotected as no faith.

God commanded us to “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind” (Matthew 22:37).  So in times of trial we must not push away the truth, but use our whole mind to think and reason, because He has promised, He is writing his law on our hearts and in our minds.  We can give praise that this is happening world wide to those who let God change them.  As Charles Spurgeon wrote “Christ is not glorified because He was born in a manger, but because He is born in a broken heart.”

So my friends, as you sip your fruity slush drinks around the pool this summer, be reminded of 1Peter 4:2 “From now on, then, you must live the rest of your earthly lives controlled by God’s will and not by human desires,” and make sure you contemplate for your summer reading “The Will of God.”

De Colores,

Christine Schroth
1999 Weekends





Men’s		October 7-10


	WLD:	Ken Roark





Women’s	November 4-7


	WLD:	Angel Fulkerson
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