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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

"Happy New Year" to you and your family.  It's a new beginning for Fredericksburg Emmaus.  New excitement has filled our community as weekend lay directors and selection committees are preparing for the

spring walks.  Weekend dates are marked on our calendars and sponsors are passing out pilgrim applications.  The entire community is praying for their 

church and its leaders.  Praise God!

I believe that it is important at this time to remind ourselves why God has called us together as a community.  Here is "The Purpose of Emmaus" as described in our handbook:

The purpose of Emmaus is the renewal of the church as the body of the risen Christ in the world through the renewal of church members as faithful and committed disciples of Jesus Christ.  Emmaus expands participants' spiritual lives, deepens leaders in their churches and communities.  These aims are accomplished not only during the three‑day Emmaus walk, but also through participation in group reunions and community gatherings, sponsorship, and support at walks, and service on teams.  Persons whose spiritual lives are renewed and strengthened through Emmaus are called to share the grace they receive in their community and to be living influences in their local churches.  The purpose of Emmaus is not fully realized during the three days of the event itself, but rather, in the "Fourth Day."
I believe that "The Upper Room Walk to Emmaus" is a powerful tool that God is using to strengthen the leaders of His church.  It is a new beginning or a wake up call for all of His children to sit at the feet of Jesus and to look up at the Father.

May God guide us and direct us through our prayers as we serve Him through our love and service to His people.  Amen.

In His Service,

 


Dennis Perkins
1999 Weekends
Men’s

April 15-18


WLD:
Curt Edsall

October 7-10

Women’s
May 13-16



WLD:
Susan Perkins

November 4-7
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The Next Fredericksburg

Gathering
Where:     Chancellor Christian Church



When:      January 9, 1999

        Fellowship at 6:00 p.m.  Please bring snacks and refreshments to share.
The board will meet at 4:00 p.m. at the church.
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Upcoming Gatherings
February 13, 1999
Fredericksburg UMC

March 13, 1999

Fredericksburg UMC

April 10, 1999

Woodbridge Christian

May 8, 1999

Woodbridge Christian

June 12, 1999

Lake of the Woods

July 10, 1999

Lake of the Woods
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If you enjoyed the colorful placemats on your Walk, why not pass on the joy to others?  Help is needed to prepare placemats for the upcoming weekends.  Approximately 65 placemats are used at each mealtime.  If you would like to help decorate, etc., please contact Tina Cooper at 540-310-0865. 
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"NEEDED:  BRIGHT RAINBOW‑HUED FABRIC AND CORDING.  Call Diana Farrar at 540‑372‑7535 to say you'll help. 

The Board decided on the following as the focus for 1998‑99:
( Support Chrysalis community

( Get more people involved in reunion groups

( reach out to additional churches in the community
“The Fredericksburg and Chrysalis Communities do not encourage or sanction the use of Community directories for profit use.”


( Continued prayer for my wife

( Pray for Richard Blair family

( Prayers for Debbie Long - brain tumor

( Pray for the Hinkle Family on the death of Ken’s

mother, Esther Hinkle

( For Shelby Curtis - chronic ear problems

( Joe Castiglia diagnosed with cancer of lungs, spine &

esophagus

( Gloria Castiglia - prayers for strength

( For W.G. to seek and follow God’s will

( Praise - Hannah Cooper successful surgery having

tubes put in ears

( Pray for Amanda’s smile to stay

( Pray for our friend, Emily Thompson and her family &

friends.  God loves her and so do we!!

( Pray for all to see Jesus in this Blessed Christmas

( Pray for those who struggle with family & friends

during holiday season

( Unspoken prayer for the Schutz’

( Continue to pray for Emmaus to continue to lift up

Jesus and be a light to the Community

( Pray for Bryan Graham for success as Duty of

Administrator with “long road to hoe”

( Prayer for Bob

( Praise that I am blessed with a beautiful bride-to-be

( Pray for restoration of Jerry & Brenda’s marriage

( Donald Canaday family - many health problems within

the family

( Alice Westbrook (spiritual director for Kairos) - cancer

( Praise God for a friend’s commitment to Christ as his

Lord and Savior one month before his death

( For those whom depression has a hold on them

( For the Emmaus Board

( Prayers for Christa as she decides what to do with her

future

( Praise that God has kept me, my family & friends

happy and healthy all year.  I am also blessed to

have Jeremy Farrar in my life this past year!

( For Zack & the decisions he faces; for me, that I deal

with those decisions in a Christlike manner

( That my light will shine a lot brighter

( For the Holy Spirit to continue to be known in our

workplace

( Praise for a wonderful family and community of

Christian brothers & sisters to help me

( For family unity & understanding

( Prayers for Bobbi Gillotti hospitalized with terminal

lung, bone & breast cancer - that she come to know

Christ’s love personally

( For reconciliation with my brother

( For Xenia Brown who is gravely ill

( Pray for those who have lost loved ones and are

spending their first Christmas without them

( Praise for family & friends

( Prayers for family healing

( Pray for our leaders in this time of trial

( Praise for crises in family that shows love will always

win out through anything!
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Note from Angel . . .
Hello Community

     Beloved, let us love one another for love is of God and everyone who loves knows God...  He who does not love, does not know God...

                                         Why?

                            Because God Is Love!

     I pray that love abounds to all this new year and I want to share with you about love and intimacy with God...  and with others this year and pray that we all can begin practicing what the Word of God reveals to us.

     I want to start out with a couple of questions:

1) Do you know God?
Your answer is probably "yes."  We read His Word.  We go to church.  We go to Bible studies.  We fellowship with other believers.  We...

2) Do you love God?
     What is love?

Seriously, look deep within yourself and answer these questions.  Don't look for the answers from others and please don't answer the questions for others.  There is no, one, answer.   The Word tells us to examine ourselves, amen!

     This past year, I had to share with some people on numerous occasions about whether or not they were loved.  Imagine:

     A Dad had a massive heart attack and lay in his hospital bed lifelessly...in a coma.  He has eight children.  The days pass by slowly and prayers are continually being said for the dad.  Everything is being done that can possibly be done to bring life back into this man. The days turn to weeks and the children begin to wonder what they could have done to make things different.  What could they have done to have prevented this terrible thing from happening to their dad?  Did they

spend enough time with Him?  Did he really love them?  Did he know that they loved him?

     No one dares to speak their thoughts for fear of what the other will think of them so they struggle with wonder.  Weeks turn into months...

     The children have become closer and they have gotten to know one another better and better, although they have inner thoughts they're unwilling to share.  They are keeping parts of themselves hidden from the view of the others.

     Still, dad lays lifeless yet still alive and a visitor comes.  The visitor prays with the dad and then, goes to the children.  The visitor has them join hands and they pray.  Then, there is a few moments of silence until one of the children blurts out:  "Why is this happening?  We have prayed this same prayer over and over.  Why?"

     The visitor encourages each child to share about their dad, but the things they share about are of their own doubts and fears and wonderings.   By the time they finished, everyone was weeping and hugging.  The

visitor responded with:  "Could it be that you choose to hold on to your dad when you really never had to let go?  Could it be that the questions inside of you were never asked because you were afraid of the answer, afraid of correction, afraid of...  Could it be..."

     Jesus tells us to not be afraid.  He is with us always, and really, so are all of our loved ones.  We are presented with options and the choice is ours, but don't we often choose to try and make God choose for us.  He loves us too much to do that.

     Our Heavenly Father desires our attention and affection and it took the lifeless body of His only son, our brother, hanging on the cross to get our eyes turned towards Him but still we have questions that we are

afraid to speak. Only we ourselves know why we do not speak them, but we walk aimlessly about waiting for...for what...for something...   We hug people. We hear the Word, sing praises.  We say, "Praise the Lord!"  We know of the Lord, but do we know Him?  We say love stuff, but do we love?

    Can we say to others, "I love you," and they know it to be true?  Can others say, "I know they loved me."?  Some say we put God (our Heavenly Father) in a box, but I wonder, do we hold Him captive in a coma state?  

 Does it take a visitor (preacher, pastor, friend, bible teacher, angel unaware...) who knew, who loved, to tell you, to tell me, that we are loved, that they knew we loved them, that its okay?

    Jesus' lifeless body did not hang on the cross very long.  He is not dead.  He is alive.  He is risen.  We keep hearing the story but are we being a part of the story?

You are special!  You are loved!  I know!

Love in Jesus,

Angel                              

FREDERICKSBURG EMMAUS

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Perkins, Dennis

 - Lay Director

Barnett, Dick

 - Asst. Lay Director

Larson, Barbara 
 - Secretary

Libby, Pat 
 
 - Treasurer

Ogren, Mark

 - Spiritual Director

Cooper, Joe

Perkins, Susan

Garfield, Cathy



Morgenstern, Larry
Roark, Ken

Olds, Barbara

Tessier, Patti

Olds, David
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Reunion Groups...



We would like to list the Reunion Groups active in the Fredericksburg Emmaus Community.  If you are a member of a reunion group, please send the information to Barbara Olds, Editor.  Please provide the name, meeting time, place, and contact with phone number.

Great Is Thy Faithfulness Emmaus Reunion Group

Meets 7:30 PM     Tuesdays

Prince Of Peace United Methodist Church

6299 Token Forest Drive





Manassas, Virginia

Contact: Lloyd Biller (703) 590‑1512
Rainbow Reunion Group


Meets 8:15 PM
   Tuesdays

Hope Lutheran Church

Waldorf, Maryland

Contact:   Phil Landweer (301) 374-9333

Pastor's Weekly Meeting

Meets 8:00 PM     Thursdays

Bowie Curry's Home

1415 Stafford Ave.

Fredericksburg, Va.

Contact: Mark Dunn (540) 786‑4025

Lakeside Reunion Group (Men)

Meets 8:00 PM     Tuesdays

Lake Of The Woods Church

Contact : Vic Larson (540) 972‑1928

Rainbow Reunion Group (Women) 

Meets 9:00 AM     Fridays

Lake Of The Woods Church

Contact : Barbara Miller (540) 972‑7418

“Amazing Grace” Reunion Group

Meets 8:15 PM     Tuesdays

Chancellor Christian Church

Contact : Joe Cooper (540) 310‑0865

Son Rise Reunion Group

Meets 7:15 a.m.    Thursdays

Melrose United Methodist

Contact: Ruth Ash (804) 529-6448 or

     Patsy Bayse (804) 529-6101

Chrysalis

Corner
Dear Brothers and Sisters,




As the new year approaches, we have many goals we wish to accomplish for the youth of our community.

We are preparing for the Girls’ Flight which will be held April 29 through May 2 at Camp Highroad in Loudoun County.  We have begun receiving caterpillar applications and ask that you continue praying for those who are attending and those who have yet to say ‘yes’ to this awesome experience.  Please be in pray for ways that you may be a part of this experience.

We are also looking into dates for the Boys’ Flight to held later this year.  We are currently looking at Labor Day weekend in September.  More information will be provided as the data becomes available.

Another of our goals is to prepare a Chrysalis-specific directory.  If you have walked, please complete the following form and send to the newsletter editor (me).  The address is in the box in the next column.  We want to be able to reach everyone with special mailings for the community.

Our board meetings are held at 3:00 p.m. the day of the Gathering at the church.  These meetings are open to anyone in the community.  Please feel free to join us.

May the grace of our Father be with you as we begin a new year.

Fly With Christ!!
Barbara Olds
The Chrysalis Board will meet at 3:00 p.m. the day of the Gathering at Chancellor Christian Church.

Chrysalis Directory Data
Name: ______________________________________

Home Address: _______________________________

______________________________________

School Address (if applicable):

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

Telephone: (____)_______________________ home

                  (____)___________________ school/work

                   ____________________________ e-mail

Church: _____________________________________

Location: ____________________________________

Flight: Where _________________________________

  When_____________ Flight No __________

DEADLINE for the February newsletter is January 16.   Please send your articles to editor, Barbara Olds.  Mail to 343 Longwood Drive, Stafford, VA 22554;  fax to 540-286-0639; or e-mail to dolds@erols.com.  For the timely delivery of our newsletter, it is important to get those articles in on time!
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