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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

It was Christmas Eve,  and I was working with another man at a small grocery store near a large airport.  Both of us were living far from our home and families.  We worked a lot of hours, but money was still tight.   Business was slow,  and we sat and peered out of the front window.  We could see people rushing around making last minute preparations for Christmas.  Decorations shown bright from the city's lamp posts.

        We were home sick and out of money.  We wanted to be a part of the celebration that seemed so far away from us.  Next door there was a Christmas tree lot.  People were still buying trees on Christmas Eve!  We

walked outside, and began talking with the man selling the trees.  He was telling us about his plans for when he got off from work that night.  He was going home to his wife and children and would be playing Santa Claus.

 We told him how lucky he was and how we wished we could find some joy in this night.

        His head hung low as if we had made him sad.  All of a sudden, he looked at us and said, "Look, I'm going home now.  Why don't you guys sell some trees and you can keep the money!"  We said, "Sure!"  We sold many trees that night for a couple of dollars each.  It wasn't the money that made that night so special.  It was the excitement and the fun that we had meeting happy people and them sharing just a little bit of Christmas with us.  God had provided for us that night.

        Imagine the shepherds in the fields watching over their sheep in chapter two of Luke.  An angel appeared to them and told them the good news of Jesus' birth.  They turn to each other and say, "Let's go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about."  When they arrived, they saw baby Jesus and

went back to the fields glorifying and praising God.  Imagine the excitement of the shepherds as they looked at their Savior that God had provided for them.

        Remember when you walked into the closing on your Emmaus weekend?  You were singing De Colores, at least you were singing the words you could remember.  Remember the excitement in knowing that God had provided you with everything you needed, His unconditional love and grace?

        My prayer for everyone during this celebration of the birth of our Savior, is that we all become immersed in God's love for us.  I pray that we share in the celebration of God's gift to us. . .  Jesus, Savior,  Emmanuel!

                                        In His Love,

 


Dennis Perkins
1999 Weekends
Men’s

April 15-18


WLD:
Curt Edsall

October 7-10

Women’s
May 13-16



WLD:
Susan Perkins

November 4-7
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The Next Fredericksburg

Gathering
Where:     Chancellor Christian Church



When:      December 12, 1998

        Fellowship at 6:00 p.m.  Please bring snacks and refreshments to share.
The board will meet at 4:00 p.m. at the church.


Upcoming Gatherings
January 9, 1999

Chancellor Christian

February 13, 1999
Fredericksburg UMC

March 13, 1999

Fredericksburg UMC

April 10, 1999

Woodbridge Christian

May 8, 1999

Woodbridge Christian

June 12, 1999

Lake of the Woods

July 10, 1999

Lake of the Woods
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If you enjoyed the colorful placemats on your Walk, why not pass on the joy to others?  Help is needed to prepare placemats for the upcoming weekends.  Approximately 65 placemats are used at each mealtime.  If you would like to help decorate, etc., please contact Tina Cooper at 540-310-0865. 

“The Fredericksburg and Chrysalis Communities do not encourage or sanction the use of Community directories for profit use.”
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"NEEDED:  BRIGHT RAINBOW‑HUED FABRIC AND CORDING.  Call Diana Farrar at 540‑372‑7535 to say you'll help. 

Emmaus News . . .
       The original By‑Laws of The Upper Room Emmaus of the Greater Fredericksburg Area, included a pilgrim selection committee in Article VI.‑C.  An addendum (III) to the By‑Laws was implemented on June 14, 1997, to delete the requirement for a pilgrim selection committee.

        On November 14, 1998 the Fredericksburg Emmaus Board voted to reinstate the pilgrim selection committee.  According to the By‑Laws, the proposed amendment must be published in the newsletter one month prior to bringing it to a community vote.   The community has the final vote, and a two‑thirds majority of those voting is required to adopt an amendment.

        A written ballot will be provided at the January 1999 gathering, and the community will be asked to vote at this time.
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The Board decided on the following as the focus for 1998‑99:
( Support Chrysalis community

( Get more people involved in reunion groups

( reach out to additional churches in the community
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( Mary awaiting biopsy results

( 4th Day for Pilgrims 29 & 30

( Just a bit more love in our world

( Pray for Pat & Jody

( Praise for the people of Emmaus

( Unsaved loved ones

( Cousin John & Uncle Buddy

( Praise for Geordan’s safe arrival into this world!

( Pray for pastoral search committee at LOW Church

( Diana & Will’s decisions

( Praise to the Lord for family

( Prayers for salvation of family members

( Praise for the new additions to the Community

( Prayers for our military and politicians

( Prayers for Nelson, Peggy & Granny

( Prayer for Peace

( Thanks to a forgiving God!

( Mac, Ann & family

( Prayers for job direction

( Praise for love of Jesus Christ!!

( Healing for those who are ill with cancer

( GIs going overseas now – traveling mercies

( Praise for health & family

( Healing for Catherine & Bobby

( Drew Kellison and family

( Pray for Bob Hutchinson – bone cancer

( Prayers for Jim Landweer – nerve damage

( Prayer for protection from all evil

( The life changes of so many because of their Walk &

involvement in Emmaus

( Praise for healing of Liz Ogren

( Prayer for freedom & healing of my diabetes

( The outpouring of the Holy Spirit in Fredericksburg

( Pray for permanent, happy & lasting companionship

relationship for Malcom Graham

( May Christ stay with our workplace

( Praise for the Emmaus Board

( Sarah Olds and family – prayer for God’s guidance

and grace in making decisions about her future

( Prayer for Jean Aylesworth’s son who is ill

( Protection against enemy’s warfare

( Prayer for a good, stable job & my own residence

( Praise for a wonderful, loving spouse & a supportive

community; prayers for God’s miracle to heal my

heart & to provide for my financial situation

( Mary Harper, George Baynal, Virgil Johnson, Pastor

Peyton – healing

( Cam & Charlie – healing in marriage

( Praise for daughter’s new job

( Esther Jackson – kidney problem

( Cecilia McKeever’s son, Darren

( Prayer for Larson & Fertig in Hawaii



( Prayer for job guidance

( Praise – Andrea Aulbert received dual lung transplant

( Kevin – rededication

( Prayer for wife’s healing

( Thanksgiving for E29 & E30 – thanks to God for how

he used those walks to encourage His people

( Prayer for Pres Roark – high blood pressure

( Prayers for my daughter who is having twins

( Prayer for continued healing for Cathy Gill who had a

brain tumor removed 3 weeks ago

( Pray for my brother-in-law with cancer

( Prayer for women who are abused by their husbands;

deliverance of the husbands

( Prayer for Floyd family as we experience 1st holiday

season after passing of Ken Floyd - husband,

father, grandfather

( New Brownie Troop

( Prayer for mom’s healing from eye trouble and

continued personal healing

( Praise of gratefulness for son’s new job

( Kerry Aylesworth – pancreatitis

( Prayers for me & my boyfriend – that we can get

married; that he sells his car; that I can find a job

( David Phillips – had stroke & undergoing rehab

( Prayer for my mom & grandmother in Pittsburgh, PA

( Pray for my son, Shaun Devine, in Monroe, WA

( Hazel Martin – lung cancer

( Pray for work prayer group – Post Office

( Pray for my sister Cindy in Wooster, OH

( The spiritual uplifting of our churches

( Praises for teams 29 & 30

( My father’s health; healing in my family – relational

healing

( Prayers for teens & decisions

( Prayers for family relationship

( Praise God for His blessings on Emmaus 29 & 30
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Note from Angel . . .
Hello Brothers & Sisters

Our Heavenly Father gives good gifts to those who ask!      Rejoice!

I have just returned from Emmaus #30 and all I can say is "YES! God is good all the time!"  Great things happen when God mixes with us and He did and they did.  I have never been on a team that was so united, and

truly walking in the theme...LOVE GOD AND LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR.  I knew that I needed to get something together for the newsletter and continued

praying about it but the only word that came to me was "Gift" until the weekend ended and it started coming together.  God is good!

Being that Christmas is just a couple of weeks away, many of us are thinking about the gifts we have to buy, and the preparations that need to be done.  So much work and so little time.  Sort of like preparing for an Emmaus weekend?  Then, suddenly, it is all over...or is it?

The Christmas Spirit should be one that is alive all year long not just on the few days that we celebrate.  The excitement & zeal we have for God during an Emmaus weekend should continue on.  But why doesn't it happen the way that it should?

I don't necessarily have the answers but I want to share some thoughts.  When we give gifts to those we love at Christmas time, we want to give our very best.  Right?  When we prepare for an Emmaus weekend, we

give our very best.  Right?  What do we do for the rest of the year?  Give our best?  To God?  To others?

There was a church I once attended that had a clean up day, making preparation for their yearly homecoming celebration.  Surprisingly, almost everyone showed up to help out.  They were not too busy on that day.  :‑)

Their bodies showed up but some had their minds on other things like the man who was painting.  He painted an inside wall with a paint color that had been intended for the outside.  BUT...this was forgivable

and repairable.  Amen.

There was the couple who had expressed at a meeting that they wanted to provide carpeting for the entranceway.  When they arrived, everyone gathered around to see the brown wrapper torn off and what it would reveal.  UGH!  The horror of seeing a dingy red piece of stained carpeting which when it was rolled out, roaches rolled out everywhere.   Later, we found out that they were so excited about the new carpet that

they exchanged their carpet at home for the new piece  which they really wished they had not done...now.

So, where am I going with all of this?  We give good gifts at certain times but we tend to stray away from them at other times.  We are the church, all of us.  We are the body of Christ, all of us. (1Cor.12:12‑24)

Matthew 7:11,12 says "If you, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more shall your Father in Heaven give good things to them that ask Him?   Therefore all things whatsoever you would have men do to you,  do so even unto them, for this is the law and the prophets.

My prayer is that we all will choose to give our best to God and to all others, to love God and to love all others with our whole heart...not just today, or on Christmas day, but every day from this day forward. 

That we would not do to others what they do to us but do to and for others what would be a blessing if they were to do it to and for us...with no strings attached.  Amen!

Merry CHRIST(Mass)  and may your New Year be the best ever!

Love in Jesus,

Angel                              

FREDERICKSBURG EMMAUS

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Perkins, Dennis

 - Lay Director

Barnett, Dick

 - Asst. Lay Director

Larson, Barbara 
 - Secretary

Libby, Pat 
 
 - Treasurer

Ogren, Mark

 - Spiritual Director

Cooper, Joe

Perkins, Susan

Garfield, Cathy






Roark, Ken

Olds, Barbara

Tessier, Patti

Olds, David

Reunion Groups...



We would like to list the Reunion Groups active in the Fredericksburg Emmaus Community.  If you are a member of a reunion group, please send the information to Barbara Olds, Editor.  Please provide the name, meeting time, place, and contact with phone number.

Great Is Thy Faithfulness Emmaus Reunion Group

Meets 7:30 PM     Tuesdays

Prince Of Peace United Methodist Church

6299 Token Forest Drive





Manassas, Virginia

Contact: Lloyd Biller (703) 590‑1512
Rainbow Reunion Group


Meets 8:15 PM
   Tuesdays

Hope Lutheran Church

Waldorf, Maryland

Contact:   Phil Landweer (301) 374-9333

Pastor's Weekly Meeting

Meets 8:00 PM     Thursdays

Bowie Curry's Home

1415 Stafford Ave.

Fredericksburg, Va.

Contact: Mark Dunn (540) 786‑4025

Lakeside Reunion Group (Men)

Meets 8:00 PM     Tuesdays

Lake Of The Woods Church

Contact : Vic Larson (540) 972‑1928

Rainbow Reunion Group (Women) 

Meets 9:00 AM     Fridays

Lake Of The Woods Church

Contact : Barbara Miller (540) 972‑7418

“Amazing Grace” Reunion Group

Meets 8:15 PM     Tuesdays

Rotating Locations

Contact : Joe Cooper (540) 310‑0865

Son Rise Reunion Group

Meets 7:15 a.m.    Thursdays

Melrose United Methodist

Contact: Ruth Ash (804) 529-6448 or

     Patsy Bayse (804) 529-6101
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DEADLINE for the January newsletter is December 16.   Please send your articles to editor, Barbara Olds.  Mail to 343 Longwood Drive, Stafford, VA 22554;  fax to 540-286-0639; or e-mail to dolds@erols.com.  For the timely delivery of our newsletter, it is important to get those articles in on time!


What God Won't Ask 

1. God won't ask what kind of fancy car you drove. He will ask how many people you took to church who didn't have transportation.

2. God won't ask the square footage of your house. He will ask how many people you helped who didn't have a house. 

3. God won't ask how many fancy clothes you had in your closet. He will ask how many of those clothes you gave away to the Salvation Army. 

4. God won't ask what social class you were in. He will ask what kind of "class" you displayed. 

5. God won't ask how many material possessions you had. He will ask whether those material possessions dictated your life. 

6. God won't ask what your highest salary was. He will ask if you trampled over any people to obtain that salary. 

7. God won't ask how much overtime you worked. He will ask did you work overtime for your family. 

8. God won't ask how many promotions you received. He will ask what you did to promote others. 

9. God won't ask what your job title was. He will ask did you perform your job to the best of your ability. 

10. God won't ask how many promotions you took to chase a dollar bill.  He will ask how many promotions you refused to advance your family's quality of life. 

11. God won't ask how many times you didn't run around on your spouse.  He will ask how many times you did. 

12. God won't ask how many degrees you had. He will ask how many people you thanked for helping you get those degrees. 

13. God won't ask what your parents did to help you. He will ask what you did to help your parents. 

14. God won't ask what you did to help yourself. He will ask what you did to help others. 

15. God won't ask how many friends you had. He will ask how many people you were a friend to. 

16. God won't ask what you did to protect your rights. He will ask what you did to protect the right of others. 

17. God won't ask what neighborhood you lived in. He will ask what other neighborhoods you visited. 

18. God won't ask how man times you told the truth. He will ask how many times you told a lie. 

19. God won't ask about the color of your skin. He will ask about the color of your heart. 

20. God won't ask how many times your deeds matched your words. He will ask how many times they didn’t.

For the Heart
  ~~~~~«@»«@»«@»~~~~~~

While at the park one day, a woman sat down next to a man on a bench  near a playground.  "That's my son over there," she said, pointing to  a little boy in a red sweater who was gliding down the slide.

"He's a fine looking boy," the man said.  "That's my son on the swing  in the blue sweater." Then, looking at his watch, he called to his son.   "What do you say we go, Todd?"

Todd pleaded, "Just five more minutes, Dad.  Please?  

 Just five more minutes."  The man nodded and Todd continued to swing  to his heart's content.

Minutes passed and the father stood and called again to his son.  "Time to go now?"  Again Todd pleaded, "Five more minutes, Dad.  Just  five  more minutes.   The man smiled and said, "O.K." 

"My, you certainly are a patient father," the woman responded.

 The man smiled and then said, "My older son Tommy was killed by a  drunk driver last year while he was riding  his bike near here. I never  spent much time with Tommy and now I 'd give anything for just five more

 minutes with him.   I've vowed not to make the same mistake with Todd.

He thinks he has five more minutes to swing.   The truth is, I get Five more minutes to watch him play.
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At this time of the year we hear the phrase, “Jesus is the Reason for the Season!”   We come together with family and friends to give thanks to God for the bounty that he has provided and we give thanks for his most precious gift – His son.

We read the story of our Savior’s birth as it was foretold in Isaiah 7:14, “Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel. . .”  In Matthew and Luke the story of the birth of the Christ Child is told through the eyes of the Maji and the shepherds.  As children we sat wide-eyed as we learned of the Angel appearing proclaiming “I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people;” and the heavenly host appeared praising God.  Our imaginations soared!

As we prepare for this Christmas season, let us rekindle our childlike wonder of the miraculous gift that was given one night in Bethlehem.

May the grace and peace of God be with you and yours this Christmas.

Fly With Christ!!
Barbara Olds
The Chrysalis Board will meet at 3:00 p.m. the day of the Gathering at Chancellor Christian Church.


Chrysalis News. . .
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At the November meeting the board elected Margie Turbyfill to continue as the Community Spiritual Director.

[image: image15.wmf]Bob Davis was appointed as the Treasurer for the Community.  The Board wishes to express its appreciation to Mike Dunn who has filled this role for several years.

[image: image16.wmf]The new By-Laws for the Chrysalis Community were presented to the Community at the Gathering and were approved by a unanimous vote.


FREDERICKSBURG CHRYSALIS

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Olds, Barbara

 - Lay Director

Landweer, Phil

 - Secretary

David, Bob
 
 - Treasurer

Turbyfill, Margie
 - Spiritual Director

Boyette, Keith

Graham, Malcolm

Edsall, Gena

Morrow, Nathan

Fulkerson, Angel
Ritter, Jim

Fulkerson, Robert Sr.
Wooten, Warren
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Chrysalis will be holding a girls’ flight April 29 - May 2 at Camp High Road.  The cost for this weekend will be $100.  Applications for team and caterpillars are being accepted.
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